
Alright, so we are not going to ask you to walk on water today, though we do feel 
that through faith that is perfectly feasible; instead, today we are asking you to 
run, quite possibly further than you have ever run before!  So what is holding you 
back? Are there any doubts circling around in your mind as you lace up those 
Nikes?  We often donʼt read doubt into the story of Jesusʼ walking on water; 
however, Peter was most likely having the same doubts some 2000 years ago as 
he stood on the edge of the boat looking at the vast sea that lied before him. We 
can feel for Peter as he stood at the side of the boat and asked Jesus, “Is it your 
will that I step out” of the safety of a floating shelter and onto the water.  You 
know what he was thinking; we all would be thinking the same exact thing-  “God 
please say no! Just tell me to sit back and watch Jesus do the miracles.”  After 
we love to hear,read about, or watch miracles occur, but todayʼs call is to step 
beyond that passive observance in training the faith needed to take the role of 
doing.    
" Several years ago while out in the Grand Teton National Park, where I was 
serving as a seasonal a chaplain, I was quickly introduced to the newest 
recreational fad; a sport called “slack-lining.” For those unfamiliar with Slack-
Lining, it can be summed quite simply as tight-rope walking, on a not so “tight” 
rope, between trees (or cliffs as this particular day allowed!) So a group of slack-
liners had joined up that day and set up a line over a large ravine spanning over 
some seriously sharp rocks and raging rapids! They drew a pretty respectable 
crowd that included a news crew from one of the local stations who were hoping 
to get an exciting story out of the raucous.  “So who thinks I can walk across” 
asked one of the men. Of course everyone cheered and yelled in support, and he  
proceeded to cross the ravine in confidence with a wave.  
" Now with my lacking in the field of coordination and balance, this was 
nothing short of a miracle; a true test of faith (mixed with a bit of stupidity.) Then 
he crossed again and upon stepping onto safe ground he asked, “Now who 
thinks I can do it with someone on my shoulders?” Again confident cheers 
erupted! Everyone wanted to see it and from the sound of things, they all thought 
he could do it- including a cheering anchor woman who caught his glimpse. 
Looking up at her he said, “Get on my shoulders.” 
" Confidence turns to doubt pretty quickly when we are asked to be part of 
the miracle instead of watch it happen! The anchor woman suddenly did not think 
that he could do it… in fact the entire crowed, who had at first cheered, stepped 
back, silenced by a blanket of doubt. Interesting…
" We love to watch miracles happen, but today is about being a dynamic 
part of a miracle! Matthewʼs Gospel is unique in that it is the only of the four 
synoptic Gospels that tells the story of Peterʼs walking on water; whereas the 
others focus on Jesusʼ miraculous soggy steps.  We are familiar with the stories 
of Jesusʼ miracles and we are perfectly confident that Jesus can do some really 
crazy stuff! (He is after-all the “only begotten Son of God.”) What do you do when  
asked to step out of the boat? To run the race set before you?
" There have been times in the past when I have started off races with my 
excuses planned out making the possibility of failure acceptable.  Actually, what it 
does is make failure certain! “I donʼt feel well today” I would say before a race 
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knowing that if my race did not go well I could pass the blame to illness. “My legs 
are a bit tired, I havenʼt been training, I am getting a little old for this, etc…”  The 
thought was simple, by letting it be known before starting out WHY I couldnʼt 
succeed, it wasnʼt a big deal if I did not meet my goals. It is easier to go into an 
event declaring “why we canʼt,” instead of exuding a confident cry of “I will...” 
" At the start of a half marathon down in Louisville, Kentucky I took the 
opposite approach.  I had wanted to say a prayer before the race over the 
providerʼs sound system, and when I asked for permission, their response was 
“why should we let you have the microphone?”  
" I am not sure what came over me at that moment, but I answered without 
thinking, “because Iʼm going to win your race.” It might have come across like the 
most egotistical statement ever to leave my mouth, but it was rooted in the 
passionate desire to bring Christ into that race.  They let me pray that day and 
when I crossed the finish line, notably in first (a complete miracle,) I realized that 
we are truly in control of making the miracles of this world occur. After all, Jesusʼ 
favorite words upon healing the sick, weak, and lame were always, “your faith 
has made you well.”
" “I am realistic--” states Wayne Dyer in an utterly beautiful simplicity. “I 
expect miracles.”  What canʼt you accomplish when you believe in yourself? The 
world is full of limitations; however, we are not citizens of the world, but of heaven 
(Philippians 3:20.) So why do we subscribe to the worldʼs walls? There is a 
common occurrence in a race that we refer to as “hitting the wall,” but whether 
that wall is insurmountable is our decision.  In John 16:33 Jesus declares that our 
“world will have tribulation, but fear not, [he] has overcome the world.”  
Confidence in ourselves and our power to preform miracles is not egotistical.  
Ego is what happens when we set ourselves apart from Christ and boast about 
our own accomplishments. Peter did not step out onto the water because he 
thought it was a cool thing to do or because he wanted to impress the other 
disciples; instead, Peter looked to Christ and asked, “Is it your will?” 
" The beauty of our program is that we are running a race for a cause. We 
are running as representatives of our faith and disciples of the Great 
Commission. With each step, we are showing the world what is possible through 
Christ and with the knowledge our race extends past our own ego and serves a 
means of giving ourselves to God to be used in Godʼs will. Continue to fuel your 
runs through these devotionals, through the fellowship of your group, and 
through your own conversations and prayers to a God who loves miracles. All the 
while, continue to recognize the miracles that you are performing with every foot 
step. Know that we are an active participant in making miracles happen, but not 
the sole participant because a miracle is the product of a partnership between 
student and teacher, creator and created, disciple and Christ.
" Youʼre going to pass by a lot of things as you cover the many miles that 
this training program calls for, but are you paying attention to them, and noticing 
all the miracles surrounding you as during your runs? “There are only two ways 
to live your life,” observes Albert Einstein. “One is as though nothing is a miracle. 
The other is as though everything is a miracle.” Einstein calls to us to be aware of 
the miraculous nature of the life swirling that around us. It might be the colors of 
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the sunrise or the changing of the leaves on a tree. It might be a child at play in a 
yard or a plane flying in the sky. Wherever the miracles in this world stand out, 
the more that we recognize and absorb them, the more able we are to make our 
own miracles happen. Thank God for the opportunity to be a demonstration of 
the miracle that is a running human body and keep your eyes on Christ. Peter 
walked on water just fine when doing it for the will of Christ, but when he looked 
away from Jesus and at his own feet, he sank into the seas of the world of which 
we are visiting.  Miracles will happen around and through you because every 
step is indeed a miracle from God. Julie Anne Peters closes us saying “miracles 
donʼt happen, you make them happen. Theyʼre not wishes or dreams or candles 
on a cake. Theyʼre not impossible. Reality is real. Its totally and completely under 
my [your] control.”   Now go run! And if you see a puddle on the way make sure 
to take the time to walk (or run) on water!
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